In May 1888, Miss M., an unmarried lady of 43 years of age, consulted me on account of abdominal enlargement. She stated that she had noticed the swelling for four years, and that it caused her no pain. Menstruation was regular, the discharge moderate in quantity, lasting from two to three days.
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On physical examination the abdomen was found to be enlarged in an irregular manner to a point about 3 inches above the umbilicus. A hard nodular swelling about the size of an orange was felt in the hypogastric region, separate from the upper part of the enlargement which was evidently made up of two large subperitoneal fibroids. The circumference 2 inches below the umbilicus was 40 inches. The vaginal portion of the cervix' was pulled up above the pubis. A hard nodule was felt in Douglas's pouch, and appeared to be continuous with the swelling in the hypogastric region. The uterine body could not be differentiated.
The diagnosis made at this time was that the patient had three sub-peritoneal fibroids growing from the posterior surface of the uterus, two of which grew upwards, while the third grew chiefly downwards into the pelvic cavity. As Dr Breivis thanked the Society for their kind remarks. He was of opinion that the use of antiseptics in the abdomen was frequently followed by considerable constitutional disturbance, and since he has discontinued using them the patients have recovered without rise of temperature in nearly every case.
